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The History of Early Christianity. By Leighton Pullan, M.A. 
New York : E. R. Herrick & Co., 1898. Pp. vii+306. gi. 

The scope of this book is not distinctly indicated by its title. It 
covers the first and second centuries of Christian history, and deals 
with the great characteristics of Christianity in this long period. Its 
underlying assumption is that the Christianity of the second century was 
the Christianity of the first century, that the theological beliefs and the 
form of church organization which appeared between 100 and 200 A. D. 
were apostolic in their origin. This obviously is quite too much to 
assume a priori, and on investigation is found to be wide of the facts. 
It is possible for one to find pretty much what one intends to find 
when one throws a period of history under review. And Mr. Pullan 
takes the reader into his confidence as to what his intention was in 
writing the book, for the first sentence of his preface reads : " This 
volume is intended as a defense of orthodox Christianity." Surely a 
curious statement to head what purports to be a historical study. A 
historical study might have as its result the defense of "orthodox 
Christianity ;" but it could not have that as its purpose. Literature of 
that kind belongs to the department of apologetics, not of history. 

And what does the author understand by " orthodox Christianity " ? 
His particular conception of Christianity, of course, which, conform- 
ably to his nationality and training, proves to be the tenets of the 
established church of England. Traditional theology, traditional 
views of the New Testament literature, and the episcopal form of 
organization, with rigid apostolic succession, are the conspicuous 
features of Mr. PuUan's "orthodox Christianity." He says (p. v) 
that " it has for many years been conceded by intelligent opponents of 
orthodox Christianity that by A. D. 180 or 190 orthodoxy was in pos- 
session of the field." But his conclusion that it must therefore have 
been apostolic does not follow, nor could it be antecedently supposed 
that it would be true. Nothing was more likely then that there 
should be a decided drop and change in the conception of Chris- 
tianity in going from the apostolic age a hundred years into the 
second century. This is what is being found by historians who investi- 
gate without the specific d priori intentions which Mr. Pullan con- 
fesses. 

Nevertheless, in reading the book one forgets for the most part 
his dissent from the method. It does not, after all, lack the historical 
spirit, except (from the reviewer's point of view) when the author 
comes within range of some special tenet of episcopacy. There is 
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not very much to take issue with. His main contention is against 
the English representatives of the Baur school, who were understood 
to be already hors de combat. Next to them is Harnack, with whom 
he sometimes agrees and sometimes disagrees. But this is no more 
than every scholar does. And Mr. Pullan takes up with not a few of 
the hypotheses of current biblical criticism, e. g., an earlier set of 
dates for the apostolic age (pp. 294-7), the South-Galatian view (p. 55), 
and the theory of a continuous as against an eschatological judgment 
(p. 51). It is only what we should expect when we find him arguing 
earnestly for the limited fatherhood of God (p. 80), the Pauline 
authorship of the pastoral epistles (p. 71), the apostolic origin of 
episcopacy (pp. 269-79), the identity of the church with the king- 
dom of God (pp. 264 f.), and the like. 

One commends the enterprise of the publishers of this volume 
in offering at so small a price a book of so many pages, so well made 
up, and so good typographically. The only errors which have been 
noticed are misspellings on pp. 118, 136, and 267. 

C. W. V. 



The Epistle to the Hebrews. The First Apology for Christianity. 
An Exegetical Study. By Professor A. B. Bruce, D.D. 
New York : Charles Scribner's Sons, 1899. Pp. xii-(-45i. 
;S!2.5o, net. 

In this volume we have a valuable addition to the literature on the 
epistle to the Hebrews. It becomes a necessary part of one's exeget- 
ical equipment. Though it does not appear in commentary fashion, 
it is a commentary in fact, and at the same time a biblical-theological 
treatise. The epistle to the Hebrews is little read or studied in com- 
parison with the gospels, Acts, and Pauliile epistles, a neglect which 
is due mainly to the fact that its problem is with features of first- 
century Judaism, with which we are only historically concerned ; but 
in some measure, also, to the archaeological character of most com- 
mentaries on the book. Professor Bruce has presented the epistle 
with an enthusiasm, simplicity, and clearness which will surely awaken 
interest and study. I think it can be said of no previous work on the 
epistle that it is easy or attractive reading ; but this book of Professor 
Bruce's almost, perhaps quite, attains to that excellence. 

The contents of the volume, with the exception of the opening and 
closing chapters, were published ten years ago in the Expositor, as a 



